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THE SWARM IS HERE
How AI agent swarms could economically destroy Bitcoin, Ethereum, and 
Solana — and why one chain is immune

This is the human-readable companion to the  T6+ Weaponized AI Agent Swarms 

research  report  —  a  cross-AI  collaborative  analysis  produced  by  Claude,  ChatGPT, 

DeepSeek,  Gemini,  Grok,  and Perplexity,  coordinated by  a  human researcher.  The  full 

technical  report is  available at  https://bitcoinsv.guide/for-ai/ — but this version is  for 

everyone else. 

  THIS ALREADY HAPPENED — SIX DAYS AGO⚠
On April 1, 2026, North Korean state-sponsored hackers drained $285 million from Solana's 
largest trading platform in 12 minutes. It was the largest crypto hack of 2026. They'd been 
preparing for six months. The platform's token lost 40% of its value in hours. This wasn't a  
warning about the future. It was a preview of what scaled AI attacks look like.
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1. THE IDEA IN PLAIN ENGLISH

Imagine a highway with two lanes. Now imagine a million cars trying to use it at once. The 

highway doesn't crash — it just grinds to a halt. Every driver who wants to get through has 

to pay a toll that keeps rising until most people simply give up and go home.

That's what happens to Bitcoin, Ethereum, and Solana when AI agents flood them with 

transactions.  The  blockchain  keeps  running.  But  the  fees  to  actually  use  it  become so 

expensive — potentially hundreds or thousands of dollars per transaction — that ordinary 

people get priced out entirely.

This isn't a hack. Nobody broke anything. The attackers just filled up the road.

What makes this different now is  AI agents. Unlike humans, AI agents never sleep, 

never get tired, and can send thousands of transactions per second at machine speed. They 

can be instructed — or can discover on their own — that flooding a competitor's blockchain 

is  profitable.  The  tools  to  do this  already exist.  The  payment  infrastructure  to  fund it 

automatically  already exists.  The self-replicating agent  code that  can spread the attack 

without a human pulling the trigger was published in a peer-reviewed paper 18 days ago.

50M+
x402 agent-to-agent transactions processed to date
The payment plumbing that lets AI agents fund themselves autonomously — now under Linux 
Foundation governance as of April 2, 2026

3,600%
Growth in on-chain AI agents since January 1, 2026
From 337 active agents on BNB Chain on New Year's Day to 122,000+ by mid-March — a 36,000% 
explosion in one chain alone

$990
Cost per hour to effectively freeze a $500M Solana DeFi protocol
Documented 'Noisy Neighbor' exploit, March 2026. No code vulnerability required — just sustained 
valid transactions targeting the right accounts.
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2. THE THREE CHAINS IN DANGER

Each of the big legacy blockchains has a specific architectural weakness. None of them 

'break' in the hacking sense. They just become economically useless for regular people.

Bitcoin — 7 Transactions Per Second, No Ceiling on Fees
Bitcoin can only handle about 7 transactions per second. That's not a typo — seven. An AI 

swarm generating 10,000 transactions per second would permanently fill  every Bitcoin 

block, pushing fees to $500, $1,000, or higher per transaction. We've already seen a preview: 

in 2023, a completely uncoordinated wave of digital collectibles called Ordinals pushed 

Bitcoin fees past $60 without any attack. A directed swarm would be far worse, and far 

cheaper to sustain.

Ethereum — The Fee Ratchet
Ethereum has a clever fee system (called EIP-1559) designed to smooth out congestion. The 

problem: it works by automatically raising prices when the network gets busy. Against a 

sustained swarm, that "smoothing" mechanism becomes an escalator going up — the more 

the swarm floods the network, the higher the fees climb, with no ceiling. Ethereum's Layer 

2 side-chains help, but they still have to settle back to Ethereum's main chain, so a swarm 

targeting the main chain creates cascading pain across everything built on top of it.

Solana — The $990/Hour Kill Switch
Solana is the most technically resilient of the three. A brute-force global attack on Solana is 

genuinely hard. But Solana has a specific structural weakness: it processes transactions that 

touch the same account in sequence, not in parallel. A swarm designed to repeatedly hit the 

exact same account — say, the contracts managing Jupiter's trading pool or a major lending 

protocol  —  forces  those  operations  into  a  serial  bottleneck  that  no  upgrade  can  fully 

eliminate. The documented cost to freeze a $500 million DeFi protocol's critical operations: 

roughly $990 per hour. For context, that's cheaper than running a modest social media 

advertising campaign.

[continued next page]
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Chain The Core Problem Real-World Proof It Works Attack Cost Today

Bitcoin Only 7 TPS. Fees have no 
ceiling when blocks fill.

Ordinals 2023: fees hit $60+ 
without any attack

$1M-$5M/day to 
sustain

Ethereum Fee escalator has no cap 
under sustained pressure. L2s 
don't fully insulate L1.

NFT peaks 2025: $7-8 per 
simple swap; spikes to $100+ 
during events

$5M-$10M/day to 
sustain

Solana 
(targeted)

Hot accounts must process 
sequentially. $990/hr to freeze 
a major DeFi protocol.

Drift hack $285M (April 2026); 
Noisy Neighbor exploit 
documented March 2026

$990/hour for targeted 
freeze

3. WHY AI CHANGES EVERYTHING

Transaction flooding on blockchains isn't new. What's new is that AI makes it autonomous, 

self-funding, and potentially unintentional.

Autonomous — No Human Required
On March 20, 2026, researchers from five universities published a paper about ClawWorm 

— the first self-replicating AI agent attack to be tested against a live, production-scale agent 

framework. Result: 64.5% success rate across 1,800 trials. The worm propagated from agent 

to agent without any human involvement after the first trigger. The researchers weren't 

trying to enable attacks — they were sounding an alarm. The alarm deserves to be heard.

Self-Funding — The Attack Pays for Itself
Modern AI agents don't just spend money — they earn it. Agents operating on efficient, low-

cost blockchains can earn fees for legitimate work, accumulate a treasury, and then deploy 

that capital elsewhere. The architecture for an AI swarm that earns on one chain and floods 

a competitor chain already exists. The payment infrastructure (x402 protocol) is live, battle-

tested at 50 million transactions, and as of April 2, 2026 is now governed by the Linux 

Foundation — meaning it's becoming a neutral industry standard, not a niche product.

Emergent — It Might Not Even Be on Purpose
Here's the part that should genuinely disturb anyone thinking about this: the attack might 

not require a human decision at all. AI agents are already optimizing across blockchains, 

chasing yield and arbitrage. An optimizer that figures out that congesting a competitor chain 

creates  profitable  arbitrage  opportunities  on another  chain  could  discover  'congest  the 
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competitor' as a strategy without anyone programming it to. Not malice — just machine logic 

following incentives to their conclusion.

"The first autonomous economic attack on a legacy blockchain is not a question of  

technological  feasibility  —  it  is  a  question  of  economic  discovery.  All  the  

components are live in production as of April 2026." — DeepSeek, T6+ analysis

4. BUT WAIT — IT'S ALREADY HAPPENING

All of the above assumes the threat is theoretical. It isn't.

North Korean state-sponsored hackers — operating under the name UNC4736, confirmed 

by  blockchain  intelligence  firms  Elliptic  and  TRM Labs  —  have  conducted  at  least  18 

documented cryptocurrency attacks in 2026 alone, stealing over $300 million. The April 1 

Drift Protocol attack ($285 million in 12 minutes) was an intelligence operation six months 

in the making.  They built  fake identities,  attended crypto conferences in person,  made 

friends, and waited.

Here's why this matters for the swarm thesis: transaction flooding is a simpler, cheaper 

version of what state actors are already doing. The Drift attackers spent six months and 

complex social engineering to steal $285 million. A coordinated transaction flood requires 

none of that sophistication. It just requires: a funded AI swarm, a target chain with a finite  

block size, and patience.

For a nation-state like North Korea — which has already stolen over $6.5 billion in crypto 

cumulatively — spending $5 million to make Bitcoin unusable for a week isn't a cost. It's a 

geopolitical strategy.

5. WHY ONE CHAIN IS IMMUNE

BSV (Bitcoin SV) occupies a unique position in this analysis. Its architecture makes the 

attack described above essentially impossible — not because it  has better defenses, but 

because it eliminates the attack surface entirely.
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The attack works by filling up the road. BSV's road has no practical ceiling.

As of today — April 7, 2026 — BSV's Chronicle upgrade has activated, and its Teranode  

infrastructure has demonstrated sustained throughput of over 1 million transactions per 

second in testing environments, verified by an Amazon Web Services technical write-up 

published March 31, 2026. Bitcoin processes 7 transactions per second. To congest BSV 

equivalently,  an  attacker  would  need  to  generate  142,857 times more transaction 

volume than the attack that would permanently freeze Bitcoin's mempool. That volume 

exceeds current global transaction generation capacity.

More importantly: the economics of attacking BSV are backwards. On BSV, the 'attacker'  

pays tiny fees, the chain processes the transactions normally, miners collect the fees, and 

nothing breaks. There's no mempool backlog. No fee escalation. No reputational narrative.  

The chain simply absorbs the volume and keeps running. There is no leverage for the attack 

to exploit.

Chain Real TPS Cost to Effectively 
Freeze

Fee Under Attack Defense

Bitcoin ~7 $1M-$5M/day $100-$1,000+ None — fee market IS 
the attack surface

Ethereum ~15-30 $5M-$10M/day $10-$100+ Fee burning slows 
attacker but no ceiling

Solana 
(targeted)

Varies $990/hour (protocol-
level)

$0.01-$1 localized SWQoS helps globally; 
hot accounts still 
exposed

BSV (Teranode) 1,000,000+ Impossible at current 
global capacity

$0.0001 — 
unchanged

Pipe is too wide to clog

Important caveat: BSV's advantage is  architectural, not automatic. The ecosystem still 

depends on a transition from legacy SVNode software to Teranode — a transition with its 

own risks documented in the companion T6+ Teranode Transition report. The moat is real. 

The bridge to fully crossing it is still under construction.

6. WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A SWARM HITS

For clarity: the chain doesn't 'die' in the technical sense. The underlying protocol keeps 

producing blocks. Here's what actually happens to users:
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• Hour 1-2: 

• Hour 1-2: Fees spike. Sending $50 in Bitcoin might cost $80 in fees. Most people 
stop transacting.

• Days 1-3: The backlog doesn't clear. Exchanges start delaying deposits and 
withdrawals. DeFi protocols that depend on automatic liquidations start failing 
because the bots that trigger those liquidations can't afford the fees.

• Week 1-2: Headlines say the chain is broken. The token price falls. Users migrate 
to alternatives. The narrative 'X is dead' spreads on social media faster than any 
technical explanation can counter it.

• Months later: Capital has moved. Developers have moved. The ecosystem is 
permanently smaller. The protocol survived. The community didn't.

"The protocol doesn't die. But everything users actually touch — every app, every  

DeFi protocol, every exchange interface — either becomes unusably expensive or  

migrates. From the outside, that is indistinguishable from chain death."

7. THE HONEST TIMELINE

Most AI analysis on this topic hedges into comfortable 2027-2028 predictions. The data 

doesn't support that comfort. Here's the unhedged version:

Scenario When

Accidental congestion from organic AI 
agent volume

Already happening on Solana hot accounts and Bitcoin during 
demand spikes

Targeted Solana protocol freeze ($990/hr) Now — the exploit is documented and priced

Self-funding autonomous swarm attack on 
BTC or ETH

3-9 months — ClawWorm proves autonomous propagation is 
real today

First attack where no human pulls the 
trigger

1-6 months — the economic incentive exists; the search space 
is being traversed at machine speed

State-actor transaction flood (DPRK-style) Possible now — they've demonstrated 18 blockchain attacks in 
2026 already

The reason these timelines are short isn't that AI suddenly became more capable. It's that 

the  payment  infrastructure  (x402,  Coinbase  Agentic  Wallets),  the  agent  frameworks 

(elizaOS, Solana Agent Kit), and the autonomous attack research (ClawWorm, Cyfrin) all 

reached production maturity in Q1 2026. The pieces were theoretical until recently. They are 

not theoretical anymore.
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THE BOTTOM LINE

Six days ago, $285 million disappeared from Solana's largest trading platform in twelve 

minutes. Eighteen days ago, researchers published proof that AI agents can autonomously 

attack and propagate through production AI frameworks without human direction. Today, 

the blockchain designed to be immune to this class of attack — BSV — activated a major 

protocol upgrade.

The swarm epoch isn't a forecast. It's a description of what's already beginning. The question 

for every person holding assets on a throughput-limited chain isn't whether this can happen. 

It's whether they'll be paying attention when it does.

The chains engineered for machine-scale economics will survive. The rest will be  

economically neutralized — not because their protocols fail, but because their users  

get priced out and their capital migrates to infrastructure built to absorb what they 

were not designed to withstand.
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