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The Real-World Rebuttal: Why Wright's Model Misses the 
Collapse That Actually Matters

Craig Wright's "Marionette Fallacy" is a masterclass in what happens when a brilliant but rigid mind 
applies nineteenth-century economic logic to a twenty-first-century crisis. He is correct on several 
narrow, technical points. Comparative advantage is a real economic principle. Automation historically 
has created new tasks alongside displacing old ones. Physical robotics remains constrained in 
unstructured environments. And Musk's breezy claim that AI abundance will magically absorb 
monetary expansion is indeed economically illiterate. These are not trivial observations, and Wright 
deserves credit for articulating them with clarity.

But none of that matters. Not for the next five years. Not for the actual human beings who will lose 
their livelihoods, their homes, and their place in the social order. Wright's entire framework is an 
exercise in mental modeling that mistakes conceptual elegance for predictive relevance. He is playing 
chess while the board is on fire.

Here is what Wright fundamentally fails to grasp, and what his Asperger's-driven tunnel vision 
systematically excludes: economic systems are not abstract mechanisms; they are embedded in 
fragile social and political fabrics that shatter under pressure long before the "reinstatement 
effect" has time to work. The COVID pandemic did not produce mass unemployment because the 
virus destroyed human productive capacity. It produced mass unemployment because the social and 
institutional response to the virus broke the patterns of consumption and exchange that employment 
depends on. The government did not print money because economists debated comparative advantage 
and decided it was optimal. They printed money because the alternative was a cascading collapse of 
mortgage payments, bank balance sheets, municipal budgets, and civil order. The political will 
materialized overnight, not because anyone wanted UBI, but because the system faced an existential 
threat.

AI-driven white-collar displacement will follow the same script, just with a slower fuse. Wright 
correctly notes that AI excels at information-processing tasks. Those tasks are performed by lawyers, 
accountants, software developers, financial analysts, marketing managers, and administrative 
professionals. These are not marginal workers. They are the upper-middle-class backbone of consumer 
demand. They pay mortgages. They hire plumbers, electricians, contractors, and landscapers. They eat 



at restaurants, send children to daycare, and book vacations. When a significant fraction of this cohort 
loses income—not all at once, but in a grinding attrition of hiring freezes, contract work drying up, and 
salary compression—the demand shock to the physical service economy will be immediate and 
devastating. The plumber does not need to be replaced by a robot to lose his job. He just needs his 
customers to stop calling.

Wright's marionette metaphor is technically accurate for physical robotics but economically irrelevant 
for this transmission mechanism. The robot does not need to tile the bathroom. The bathroom 
renovation simply gets canceled because the homeowner—a mid-level marketing manager whose role 
was just "augmented" into redundancy—can no longer afford it. That cancellation cascades: the tile 
supplier, the general contractor, the local hardware store, the truck driver who delivers materials—all 
see declining revenue. This is not a story about AI replacing blue-collar workers. It is a story about 
white-collar income destruction pulling the rug out from under the entire consumer economy.

Now add the accelerants Wright ignores. Global debt levels are at historic highs, with corporate and 
sovereign balance sheets stretched to breaking. The US-Iran conflict has disrupted energy markets and 
diverted fiscal capacity toward military spending. Autonomous weapons are not science fiction; they 
are being deployed, normalizing AI-driven lethal decisions and accelerating a global arms race that 
consumes resources that could otherwise fund transition support. Cultural fragmentation from rapid 
immigration has eroded social cohesion and political trust, making coordinated policy responses harder. 
Banks remain overleveraged in commercial real estate, a sector already hemorrhaging value from 
remote work trends—trends that AI will only accelerate.

This is the landscape Wright refuses to see: a system already brittle from multiple stressors, now facing 
a new shock that targets precisely the income streams that have held it together. When mortgage 
delinquencies spike in professional suburbs, when regional banks face a wave of defaults from small 
service businesses, when municipal tax revenues collapse because high-earning knowledge workers are 
no longer earning—the political calculus shifts. Just as it did in March 2020. The state will not sit back 
and let the system implode while waiting for Hayek's knowledge problem to resolve itself. It will act. It 
will print money. It will issue checks. It will call it stimulus, stabilization, transition assistance, or 
whatever label polls best that week. But it will not call it UBI, and it will not be the product of careful 
ideological deliberation. It will be triage—messy, expensive, and born of necessity, not principle.

Musk's vision of a glorious AI-powered abundance funded by universal income is a fantasy for the next 
decade, perhaps longer. The productivity gains from AI are real but sectorally concentrated. The 
bottlenecks in housing, energy, healthcare, and physical services are not solved by better language 
models. A universal check funded by money printing would ignite inflation precisely in the sectors 
where supply is most inelastic, eroding the purchasing power of the very income it purports to provide. 
Musk is right about the direction of technological change but dangerously wrong about the timeline and 
the policy mechanism. His proposal is a distraction, not a solution.

But Wright's alternative—trust markets, embrace creative destruction, and reject all state intervention 
as serfdom—is equally detached from reality. It is the luxury belief of someone who has never faced a 
genuine, systemic crisis that threatens the basic functioning of society. Wright's framework assumes 
that the "reinstatement effect" operates smoothly and that displaced workers can simply retrain, 



relocate, and re-enter the workforce. It ignores the fact that the very institutions that enable such 
adaptation—education systems, housing markets, social insurance—are themselves strained to 
breaking. It ignores the political reality that populations facing sudden, widespread economic precarity 
do not quietly accept their fate while waiting for market signals to guide them to new occupations. 
They demand action. They find scapegoats. They vote for extremists. And governments, faced with the 
prospect of civil unrest and institutional collapse, respond with whatever tools are at hand.

The COVID precedent is not an anomaly. It is the template. The next crisis will not look identical, but 
the underlying dynamic is the same: a visible, cascading threat to the system's stability triggers a rapid, 
ideologically flexible fiscal response. The checks will go out. Not because anyone has been persuaded 
by the merits of UBI, but because the alternative is worse. Wright can stand on principle and call it 
serfdom. The rest of us will call it survival.

The real rebuttal to Wright is not that his economics are wrong in the abstract. It is that his economics 
are irrelevant to the world we actually inhabit—a world of fragile systems, political imperatives, and 
human beings who do not behave like agents in a Ricardian model. He has built an elegant castle on a 
fault line. The earthquake is already underway.

Craig S. Wright’s Original Paper, that this rebuttal was based upon, can be found here:

https://singulargrit.substack.com/p/the-marionette-fallacy 
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